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of vital importance, and without his aid the perfecting
of these various inventions would have been delayed.

Edison's parents were of mixed Dutch and Spanish
descent. His father was a shingle merchant, that is to
say he sold wooden tiles for roofing, so young Thomas
began life without the advantages supposed to be
derived from wealth and position. Still the Edisons
were not exactly poor. Thomas's father did quite a good
trade until the shingle business began to decline in
1854, and then the family moved to Port Huron, Saint
Glair County, Michigan, where Edison senior set up
as a grain and timber merchant.

Thomas was seven years old at this time. He was an
unusual sort of boy. Few people understood him. The
majority thought him stupid, and he got many a thrash-
ing from his father for being a lazy, mischievous young
rogue, while after he had been three months at the local
school, his teacher expressed the opinion that his brain
was addled.

That was the end of Thomas's school days. The boy
had one staunch friend who stood up for him no matter
what he did. This was his mother. She did not believe
that her boy was stupid and a good-for-nothing, as
appeared to be the general opinion of their friends and
neighbours. She believed that there was something in
Thomas, some spark of hidden genius perhaps, which
the good, ordinary, commonplace people of Port Huron
could not understand, and that in actual fact it was not
he but they who were stupid. At any rate, she was not
going to have any foolish school-teacher putting it into
her son's head that he was deficieht in brains, so she